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1 . An implement for cleaning a surface, the implement comprising: 

a. a handleL and 

b. a removable cleaning pad having an upper surface and a lower 
surface, wherein the cleaning pad has multiple widths in the z- 
dimensionl and wherein the pad has a t]200 absorbent capacity of 
at least abqut 5 g/g. 

2. The cleaning implement of Claim 1 wherein the lower surface of the 
cleaning pad comprises two discrete surfaces each of which contact the surface being 
cleaned. 

3. The cleaning impl&nent of Claim 1 wherein the lower surface of the 
cleaning pad comprises three discrete surfaces each of which contact the surface being 
cleaned. 



4. Tr/£\ 
t]200 absorbent £apa|city 
pad. 



t 



t 1200 absorber 
pad. 



leaning implement of Claim 1 wherein the cleaning pad has a 
of at least abqut 10 g of deionized water per g of the cleaning 



Th<^(keaning implement \of Claim 4 wherein the cleaning pad has a 
t ca] >acflty of at least about ^0 g of deionized water per g of the cleaning 



6. tfte cleaning implement of ^laim 1 wherein the removable cleaning 
pad comprises: 

i. a scrubbing layer; and 

ii. an absorbent layer. 

7. The cleaning implement of Claim ^6 wherein the scrubbing layer is in 
direct fluid communication with the absorbent layer.* 



8. The cleaning implement of Claim 6 wherein the cleaning pad further 
comprises an attachment layer, and wherein the absorbent layer is positioned between 
the scrubbing layer and the attachment layer. 



9. The cleaning implement of Claim 8 wher&in the scrubbing layer is in 
direct fluid communication with the absorbent layer. \ 
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10. The cleanii^g implement of Claim 8 wherein the attachment layer 
comprises a material that is essentially fluid impervious. 

11. The cleaning implement of Claim 1 wherein the cleaning pad has a 
squeeze-out value of not more man about 40% at 0.25 psi. 

12. The cleaning implement of Claim 11 wherein the cleaning pad has a 
squeeze-out value of not more thamabout 25% at 0.25 psi. 

13. The cleaning implement of Claim 1 wherein the handle comprises a 
support head at one end, wherein the support head comprises a means for releasably 
attaching the cleaning pad to the handle. 

14. The cleaning implement of Claim 13 wherein the means for releasably 
attaching the cleaning pad are hooks an|d the attachment layer comprises a material that 
will act as loops for mechanically attaching to the hooks. 

15. jhe cleaning implement pf Claim 14 wherein the support head has an 
upper surface tl/at is pivcAably attached to the handle and a lower surface that comprises 
the hooks for r|eleasabl% attaching the cleaning pad to the support head. 

16. The qleanjng implement o\ Claim 6 wherein the absorbent layer 
comprises a f irst layjarand\a second layer, wlWe the first layer is located between the 
scrubbing laysr andpie second layer and the Yirst layer has a width smaller than the 
second layer. / \ 

17. \TBe cleaning implement of Claim 16 wherein the absorbent layer 
further comprisWa third layer positioned between tire first layer and the scrubbing layer 
and the third layer has a width smaller than the first lg^er. 

18. The cleaning implement of Claim 17 wherein the second layer of the 
absorbent layer comprises a fibrous material and thA first and third layers of the 
absorbent layer comprises a fibrous material and superabsprbent material. 

19. The cleaning implement of Claim 18 v^herein the absorbent layer 
comprises at least about 15%, by total weight of tha absorbent layer, of the 
superabsorbent material. \ 
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20. The cleaning implement of Claim 18 wherein the superabsorbent 
material is selectecfjpyn uie group consisting of superabsorbent gelling polymers and 



hydrophilic polymfric absorbent foams. 




n implement for cleaning a surface, the implement/comprising: 

a. a handle comprising a support head at one end; and 

b. a removable cleaning pad having an upper surface and a lower 
surface, wherein the cleaning pad has/multiple widths in the z- 
dimension and wherein the cleaning pad comprises: 

i. a scrubbing layer; / 

ii. an absorbent layer in direct fluid communication with the 
scrubbing layer; and 

iii. an attachment layer that ^essentially fluid impervious. 



22. The cleaning implement of Claim 21 whereirf the support head 
comprises an upper surface that is attached to the handle anra a lower surface that 
comprises hooks for releasably attaching the cleaning pad to me support head. 



23. The cleaning implement of Claim 21 v/herein the cleaning pad has a 
squeeze-out value of not more than about 25% under jo. 25 psi of pressure. 



24. Th 
comprises a superab 




ing implement of Cl^tim 21 wherein the absorbent layer 
aterial. 



25. The cleaning implement of Claim 
comprises at least about 15%, by total weight 
superabsorbent material. 




wherein the absorbent layer 
the absorbent layer, of the 



26. The cleaning implement of .Claim >f wherein the superabsorbent 
material is selected from the group consisting of superabsorbent gelling polymers and 
hydrophilic polymeric absorbent foams. 



An implement for cleaning a surface, the j^fplement comprising: 

a. a handle; and 

b. a removable cleaning pad having an upper surface and a lower 
surface, wherein the cleaning pad has multiple widths in the z- 
dimension, and wherein the cleaning pad comprises: 

i. a scrubbing^layer; and 

ii. an absorbent layer. 

/ 







28. The clearrlng implement of Claim 27 wherein the lower surface of the 
cleaning pad compri^s s tw\discrete surfaces each of which contact the surface being 
cleaned. 

The cleaning implement of Claim 27 wherein the lower surface of the 
cleaning iad^omprises three discrete surfaces each of which contact the surface being 
cleanedj 
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30. The cleViing implement of Claim 27 wherein the cleaning pad has a 
t]200 absorbent capacity Vf at least about 10 g of deionized water per g of the cleaning 
pad. 



31. 



Th ? cl^amng 
tj200 absorbent ca^aoity of at 
pad. 



lplement of Claim 30 wherein the cleaning pad has a 
least about 20 g of deionized water per g of the cleaning 
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32. The cleaning implement of Claim 27 wherein the scrubbing layer is in 
direct fluid communication with the absorbent layer. C 



j(Lc> 33.^> The cleaning implement of Claim 27 wherein the cleaning pad further 
[y comprises an attachment layer, ajra wherein the absorbent layer is positioned between 
the scrubbing layer and the attachment layer. 
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34. The cleaning implement or Claim 33 wherein the scrubbing layer is in 
direct fluid communication with the absorbent layer. 



35. The cleaning impleme 
comprises a material that is essentially 




Claim 33 wherein the attachment layer 



impervious. 



36. The cleanin^implement of Claim 27 wherein the cleaning pad has a 
squeeze-out value of not more tram about 40% at 0.25 psi. 



37. The 
comprises a first lay^r 
scrubbing layer and 
second layer. 




Claim 27 wherein the absorbent layer 
where the first layer is located between the 
has a width smaller than the 
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38. The clelbing implement of Claim 37 wherein the absorbent layer 
further comprises a third la^er positioned between the first layer and the scrubbing layer 
and the third layer has a wi<\th smaller than the first layer. 

39. The cleaning! implement of Claim 38 wherein the second layer of the 
absorbent layer comprises a\ fibrous material and the first and third layers of the 
absorbent layer comprise superabsorbent material. 

40. The cleaning implement of Claim 39 wherein the absorbent layer 
comprises at least about 1 5%,\ by total weight of the absorbent layer, of the 
superabsorbent material. 



further 
and wh 



41 . A cleaning implement comprising: 

a. a handle; and 

b. a removable cleaning pad having a length and a width, the pad 
comprising 

i. a scrubbing layeV; and 

ii. an absorbent layek* comprising a first layer and a second layer, 
wherein the first layer is located between the scrubbing layer 
and the second laye\and the first layer has a smaller width than 
the second layer. 

The Vleaning implement of Qlaim 41 wherein the absorbent layer 
a third layer positioned between the first layer and the scrubbing layer 
has a smaller width than wie first layer. 




absorbentMaye; 
absorbent feye 



The cleaning implement of Claim 4E wherein the second layer of the 
comprises a fibrous material and the fnist layer and the third layer of the 
both comprise a fibrous material and sunerabsorbent material. 



44.* The cleaning implement of Claim 43 therein the absorbent layer 
comprises at least about 15%, by total weight of th\ absorbent layer, of the 
superabsorbent material. 



45. The cleaning implement of Claim 44 wher&in the superabsorbent 
material is selected from the group consisting of superabsorbent* gel ling polymers and 
hydrophilic polymeric absorbent foams. \ 
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46. The cleaning implement of Claim 41, wherein the scrubbing layer 
comprises, on at least one^ region, a material comprising a scrim and a spunlaced 
material. 

47. A cleaning pap having an upper surface and a lower surface, wherein 
the cleaning pad has multiple tyidths in the z-dimension, and wherein the cleaning pad 
comprises: 

a. a scrubbing foyer; and 

b. an absorbent ifeyer. 

48. The cleaning pad df Claim 47 wherein the scrubbing layer is in direct 
fluid communication with the absorftent layer. 

1 \ 

49. The cleaning pad ofAClaim 47 wherein the cleaning pad has a tj200 
absorbent capacity of at least about Km of deionized water per g of the cleaning pad. 

50. The cleaning pad of Claim 47 further comprising an attachment layer 
for mechanically attaching the cleaning^ pad to a handle of a cleaning implement, 
wherein the absorbent layer is positioned between the scrubbing layer and the 
attachment layer. 

51. /The (Cleaning pad of ClaiA 50 wherein the attachment layer is 
essentially fluid impervious and is suitable for\being releasably attached to a handle of 
cleaning implement havimg mechanical hooks. 



Thej^lelmiW pad of Claim 47 whAein the absorbent layer comprises a 
second laybi, where the first laye\ is located between the scrubbing 
layer and the second layer and the first layer has a smaller width than the second layer. 



5\. I The cleaning pad of Claim 52 wherena the absorbent layer further 
comprises \/third layer positioned between the first layer\and the scrubbing layer and 
the third layer has a smaller width than the first layer. 



54. The cleaning pad of Claim 53 wherein the second layer of the absorbent 
layer comprises a fibrous material and the first and third layers of the absorbent layer 
comprise superabsorbent material. \ 




-35- 



55. The cleaning md of Claim 54 wherein the absorbent layer comprises at 
least about 15%, by total weight of the absorbent layer, of the superabsorbent material. 



56. The cleaning paq of Claim 54 wherein the superabsorbent material is 
selected from the group consisting of superabsorbent gelling polymers and hydrophilic 
polymeric absorbent foams. 

57. A cleaning pad having an upper surface and a lower surface, wherein 
the cleaning pad has multiple widths in the z-dimension, and wherein the pad has a 
*1200 absorbent capacity of at least about 5 g/g. 

58. The cttaning pad of Qlaim 57 wherein the cleaning pad has a tj200 
absorbent capacity ofJat leaat about 10 gW deionized water per g of the cleaning pad. 



59. 



60. 



Thefefeaning pad of Claim 57 wherein the pad comprises: 
i. / a scrubbingHa^er; and 
ii/ an absorbent layer. 

The cleaning pad of Claim 5*\ wherein the scrubbing layer is in direct 



fluid communication with the absorbent layer. 



